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I hope you enjoy browsing and please reach out if you would like 

to reserve any of these items. If you are in the San Francisco area 

I look forward to seeing you at Pier 27, The Embarcadero, from 

February 27 - March 1, 2026, Booth 251.  

 

Dawn Albinger PhD 

Archives Fine Books 

Brisbane, Australia      All Prices in US Dollars 

JACK LONDON COMES HOME                                
FROM THE ANTIPODES  

 

Welcome to our 23rd catalogue, curated especially for the 57th California 

International Antiquarian Book Fair, San Francisco, 27 Feb—1 March, 2026.  

We are bringing a collection of first editions, association and presentation copies 

and ephemera in Australian, English and American literature & poetry, including a 

small but significant collection of Jack London items. 

The popularity of London’s storytelling, with its elements of action and conflict, 

waned with the rise of the high modernist aesthetic in the early twentieth century. 

For a long time the modernists, with their focus on narrative experimentation and 

psychological interiority, dominated the literary landscape and were considered 

more ‘artful’ than naturalists like London. Despite this, London scholarship has 

grown considerably over the past few decades, and he is now held as one of the 

great American writers of the late nineteenth/early twentieth century. 

We are particularly excited to present London’s revolutionary novel The Game 
[Original Autograph Manuscript, Signed] offered with an A.L.S. to Richard Watson 

Gilder, editor of the “Century Magazine”.  

Revolutionary in the sense that it was the first literary treatment of 

prizefighting and is credited with starting the genre. We perhaps could not 

have had Rocky Balboa without first having had Joe Fleming. 

In this 150th anniversary of Jack London’s birth (Jan 12, 1876), and with the 

upcoming 30-volume Oxford University Press Collected Works sure to cement 

London’s place in the canon of English language literature, this is an exciting 

moment for this original manuscript to be offered. 

Also included in this list of highlights are signed and first editions from Australian 

Nobel Prizewinner Patrick White; Peter Carey; ephemera from Queensland’s ecstatic 

artist/poet Billy Jones; a smattering of  situanniste internationale and May ‘68 

material; the world’s smallest English dictionary as presented by E.W. Cole of 

Melbourne’s Coles Arcade; and a handful of rare and collectible items we have 

listed before and are still available as we go to print. 
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Terms of  Sale 
 
All items are guaranteed as described and prices are in US dollars in this 
catalogue and in AUD on our website. Invoices will be issued in AUD. 

Returns are accepted for resale within 10 days of receipt only if packed, 

shipped and insured as received. Institutions may receive deferred billing 

and duplicates will be considered for credit. Postage and insurance are extra 

and will be via Australia Post unless otherwise requested.  

Preferred methods of payment are Visa, Mastercard and Wise. We will 

however gladly provide bank details for EFT where preferred. Please note 

that under usual terms of sale all items remain the property of Archives Fine 

Books until paid for in full. 

ILAB affiliates may deduct their reciprocal discount only if the account is 

paid within thirty days; thereafter the price is nett. 

  

Front cover image: Jack London items pp. 5-12 

Image pp. 2 & 31: The decorated binding of  Honoré De Balzac’s The Girl with the 

Golden Eyes, p. 25. 

Image above: The Cry For Justice, inscribed by Sinclair to London, p.10. 

Back cover image: Archives Fine Books, 40 Charlotte St, Brisbane, Australia. 
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LONDON, Jack.  

The Game [Original Autograph Manuscript, 

Signed] offered with A.L.S. to Richard Watson 

Gilder, editor of  the "Century Magazine". 

 

                  $350,000 

n.p.: n.d. Quarto : 119pp. : in half morocco slipcase : Sept. 30, 

1904; A.L.S. 2 pages : To R.W. Gilder.          

          

The original autograph manuscript of London's ground 

breaking story about boxing. Heavily corrected throughout in 

London's hand showing considerable evidence of re-writing. 

The first page is rubber stamped August 31, 1904 and last 

page signed by the author and dated Sep. 30, 1904, 

suggesting he took just one month to write the story.  

 

In the letter accompanying the manuscript, London offers the 

story to Richard Watson Gilder, editor of the "Century Magazine". 

He describes the story as "a transcript from the life of the western 

end of my own town, Oakland. And the fight if nothing else, is 

real."  

Gilder declined the story, and it was serialised in Metropolitan 

Magazine (U.S.) and The Tatler (London), both in April 1905, and 

then published in book form by Macmillan in June 1905, 

illustrated by Henry Hutt and decorated by T.C. Lawrence. While 

it did not reach the spectacular success of Call of the Wild (1903) 

or The Sea-Wolf (1904), The Game (1905) was the first literary 

treatment of prize fighting and is credited with starting the 

genre.  

Categorised as a novel in Walker and Sisson (9), in the letter 

London is adamant that it is not a short story - "This thing 
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somehow just got away with me..." - and refers to it twice as a "transcript 

from life". He is aware that he is breaking ground:  

"The prize ring has never been understandingly done into literature - 

and when it has been attempted, it has been a description of a 

contest between world champions, by a man who didn't know 

anything about it."  

That Jack London knew something about boxing is well documented. He 

learned the art of pugilism as a young man and as a sportswriter he 

covered many fights. He countered charges that the story was 

"unbelievable" by sending news clippings to his critics to prove that a 

boxer could smash in the back of his skull by falling to the mat from a 

hard blow. And he claimed that the lightweight champion of the world, 

Jimmy Britt, liked the story "on account of its trueness to life" (Book of 

Jack London, II, 10-11, as quoted in Walker and Sisson, p.13).  

Having closely compared the manuscript to the Metropolitan Magazine and 

first US editions, 91 textual differences have been noted. Most of these are 

between the manuscript and both print versions. However, there are a 

number of cases where the Metropolitan Magazine version follows the 

manuscript and a handful of occasions where all three differ. One of the 

most interesting differences is the last line of the manuscript, which 

was omitted in the print versions. 

 

Running to 119 pages, this is the longest of the few Jack London 

manuscripts remaining in private hands.  

 

Provenance: Unnamed consignor (sale, American Art Association, 11 

March 1930, lot 227, manuscript and letter only); Marjorie Wiggin Prescott 

(sale, 6 February 1981, lot 230, all except the 1919 reprint); Sotheby's - 

New York, April 2004 - The Maurice F. Neville Collection. Included at the 

sale with a signed association copy; Private collection, Australia, 2004-

2026. 
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LONDON, Jack.  

Typescript of  South Sea story, "Mauki". 

Setting copy for Hampton’s Magazine. 

                        $31,320

        

Glen Ellen, California: 1908. Double space typed manuscript : ribbon 

copy on paper watermarked "Saxon Bond" : 13pp. : Jack London's name, 

address and word count (6233 words) typed at the top of first page : 

several pencil corrections and revisions apparently in London's hand (21 

words) : the setting copy with editorial corrections, printer's 

marking in pencil and "Hampton's Magazine" stamped to head of 

each page : p. 5 cut in two between lines of text and then pinned 

together (a previous cataloguer posited this might be the result of an 

editorial change but I see little evidence for that) : a strip of brown paper 

(section of a wrapper?) with "Mauki by Jack London. 6,000 words" in his 

hand : this strip and the leaves stapled at the top : housed in a red half 

morocco slipcase. Mild soiling and toning, the first leaf detached at the 

top from the rhs staple.        

 

“Mauki” holds significant literary and historical importance for the 

South Pacific, particularly in its depiction of colonial labour practices 

and indigenous resistance during a period of intense imperial activity. 

The narrative sheds light on the brutal labour trade, often referred to as 

“blackbirding,” in which Pacific Islanders were coerced or kidnapped into 

indentured servitude on plantations in Australia, Fiji, and elsewhere. 

Written in 1907 during London's cruise of the South Pacific in the 

Snark, "Mauki" was first published by Hampton's Magazine in December 

1908 and was collected in South Sea Stories in 1911. This is the setting 

copy (i.e. the manuscript copy sent to publisher from which the 

publisher's printer sets the type).  

Provenance: Lazare M. Kaufmann (sale, Christies, 20th May, 1988, Lot 206); 

Sotheby's April 2004, The Maurice F. Neville Collection.; Private collection, 

Australia, 2004-26. (15538)  
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LONDON, Jack.  

The People of  the Abyss. 

Proof copy in wrappers for the first edition, 

inscribed by London and with his corrections/

revisions.        

$19,500 

New York: The Macmillan Company, 1903. 

Proof Copy. Softcover : pp. x, 280 : original 

printed tan wrappers : red half morocco 

slipcase. Wrappers little worn ; head of spine 

chipped, foot of top joint separating (35mm); 

some creasing; bookplate to verso of upper 

wrapper.   

 

With a presentation inscription by London 

incorporating the printed half title: "Dear 

Madeline. With best love, Respectfully yours 

(The) Person (of the Abyss), Jack 

London" (crossing out the printed" people" 

and writing in "Person"). This pre-publication 

copy printed six months before the first edition 

does not yet have the illustrations from 

photographs (nor a list of illustrations); page 

numbers in the two-page table of contents are 

represented by zeros; and some chapters do 

not have the beginning quotations as in the 

published version of October 1903. There are 

markings, corrections, deletions and other 

revisions by London in pencil on 13 pages (16 

words in his hand), most notably a 13-word 

insertion on p.273. 

In the summer of 1902 London was given the 

chance to go to South Africa to report on the 

post war situation there. Arriving in England 

he found the assignment cancelled. Instead 

he disappeared into London's East End to 

investigate and "expose the underside of 

capitalism." "In late September, just seven 

weeks after arriving in England, Jack finished 

The People of the Abyss (H.G. Well's term for 

the urban poor). It was a triumph of 

impassioned reporting. Outrage underscored 

every one of its sixty-three thousand words. 

'Of all my books, ' he would later write, 'I love 

most The People of the Abyss. No other book 

of mine took so much of my young heart and 

tears as that study of the economic 

degradation of the poor.'" (Alec Kershaw, Jack 

London: A Life, p.119) [BAL 11877; Sisson & 

Martens, p.16]. (15815)     

Provenance: Frederick W Skiff (bookplate); 

Sotheby's - New York, April 2004 - The 

Maurice F. Neville Collection; Private 

collection, Sydney, Australia.   
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LONDON, Jack.  

The Iron Heel  

Presentation copy. 

               

               $13,800 

London: Everatt & Co., 1908. First U.K. Edition, First Printing. 

Octavo : pp. [viii] 374 : original dark blue cloth with decoration in blind 

and lettered in gilt : inscribed by London on the front free endpaper : 

affixed inside front cover a small news clipping photograph of London 

captioned in pencil incorporating his printed name : "(Jack London) as 

he looked Sep 6, 1910." Endpapers tanned; cracked at hinges; light 

wear to extremities. The inscription reads,  

" Dear Comrade Sweet:- Please remember this is fiction - a warning 

to all socialists to guard against such a thing happening. Yours for 

the Revolution, Jack London."        

             

"An apocalyptic vision of the future, The Iron Heel is the story of an 

oligarchy of American capitalists who seize power at the very moment 

when a socialist victory seems inevitable at the polls... The Iron Heel's 

enduring power comes from its prophecy rather than its prose. As a 

prediction of how organised labour would be crushed by those whose 

interests it endangered, it was chillingly accurate. It was not to be an 

oligarchy of capitalist bosses, however, against whom the European left 

would be pitted in the coming decades, but the forces of 

fascism" (Kershaw, Jack London, pp. 164-65). [BAL 11908; Hanna 

2225; Rideout, p. 293; Sargent, p.71; Beliler (1978), p. 126]. 

Provenance: Sotheby's - New York April 2004 - The Maurice F. Neville 

Collection; Private collection, Sydney, Australia.    (15816)  
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SINCLAIR, Upton (Editor) ; LONDON, Jack (Introduction).  

The Cry For Justice  

Presentation & Association copy. 

 

           $23,400 

An Anthology of Social Protest. Philadelphia: The John C. Winston 

Company, 1915. First Edition. Octavo : 891pp. : photo image frontispiece 

(The Heavy Sledge, sculpture by Mahonri Young) : illustrated : inscribed by 

Sinclair to London at first free endpaper. Original red cloth lettered in gilt 

with blind stamped border.     Below Sinclair’s inscription is the calling 

card of Charmian London's (Jack's widow) presenting this copy 

inscribed in pencil on both sides "With my compliments (Mrs Jack 

London) I found two! Over! / See Jack London preface. Writing soon. 

C.K. L." " and Jack London's signature in pencil pasted in at the foot of 

p.5 at the end of his introduction.        

             

"It was...in Hawaii, of all places, that Jack produced his most moving call to 

arms, the introduction to The Cry for Justice...Sinclair...considered it one of 

the finest things Jack ever did, and said that some paragraphs' might be 

carved upon his monument'" (Kershaw, Jack London: A Life, p.180)  

Oddly (or from Charmian's note, perhaps not), a copy of this book with an 

identical Sinclair inscription was sold at Swann Galleries on 12 November 

1987, lot 209) [BAL 11961]. 

Provenance: Willard S. Morse (bookplate) Sotheby's - New York, April 2004 

The Maurice F Neville Collection; Private collection, Sydney, Australia.

(15817)      
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LONDON, Jack.  

The Game  

Presentation & Association copy. 

            

           $10,550 

New York: Macmillan, 1905. First Edition, second printing. 

PRESENTATION copy, INSCRIBED to one of the book's illustrators. 

Octavo : pp. [14] 15-182 [6] (publisher's advertisements) : illustrated by 

Henry Hutt and decorated by T.C. Lawrence : t.e.g. : green publisher's 

cloth lettered in red with vignette of shrouded Death snipping a thread : 

image repeated on scarce pictorial dust jacket in blue against orange and 

white background, lettering also in blue : inscribed by the author at the 

half title to "Henry Hutt, - with grateful appreciation and hearty best 

wishes, Jack London, Glen Ellen, California, August 8, 1905." In blue 

chemise and blue half morocco slipcase. 

 

A chipped and slightly soiled jacket from another copy (previous 

cataloguer's admission); corners of top board lightly bumped. Near fine in 

very good dust-jacket. First edition second printing with the Metropolitan 

Magazine rubber stamp to the copyright page.  

Provenance: Sotheby's - New York, April 2024 - The Maurice F. Neville 

Collection. (15535)             
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LONDON, Jack.  

The Game. 

            

           $350 

London: William Heinemann, 1905. First edition, Second Printing. 

Crown 8vo : pp. 182 [6] (blanks) : colour illustrations and b&w and 

sepia decorations by Henry Hutt and decorated by T.C. Lawrence : 

paste-downs decorated with an illustration of a blindfolded Joe 

Fleming being led by a cherub : blue publisher's cloth lettered in gilt 

and with image of two boxers grappling on top cover (red and white) : 

title and decoration bordered in black single ruled rectangle, with a 

single rule below title and below decoration (above "By / Jack London). Two 

small marks (3mm), one to top board below the "L" in "London" and one just 

below the middle of the spine; other barely perceptible marks to the top board at 

the leading edge; head and tail of spine lightly pushed; toning and offsetting to 

endpapers; light mark to top edge. Near fine. cloth.    

 

The first UK edition of The Game was published in July 1905 (the US 

edition was published just prior in June 1905). While it did not reach the 

spectacular success of Call of the Wild (1903) or The Sea-Wolf (1904), sales were 

strong enough to warrant this second printing in September 1905.                  

(15536)       
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GORDON; Adam Lindsay, PATERSON, A.B. (Banjo); 

GILMORE, Mary; LAWSON, Henry, et al.  

ΠоззиЯ ΑΒΣΤΡΑΠИИ [Australian Poetry] 

 

          $500 

Moscow: Khudozhestvennaya Literature, 1967. First Edition. 

The first collection of Australian poetry translated into 

Russian, PRESENTED to contributing poet Christopher 

Koch on behalf of the Art Literature Publishing by Mrs 

Eugenia Dobrovskaya and the USSR Australia Society, 

Moscow. Hardcover : pp. (4) 5-315 (316) : black and white 

frontis : orange boards decorated in gilt and black, lettered in 

black : typed presentation slip pasted to front paste-down; 

Koch's name to f.f.e.p. with the date 1967 and a note, "p.286 / 

Shelley Beach".  Lacks dust-jacket; small "x" at the head of 

p.286 (to mark Koch's contribution); slight toning to pages, 

small blemish to leading edge of block.   

 

With contributions from ninety-one poets plus some 

anonymous ballads. Includes contributions from John Shaw 

Neilson, Douglas Stewart, Judith Wright, Rosemary Dobson and 

Kath Walker (Oodgeroo Noonuccal), James Devaney, Robert S, 

Byrnes, Frank Francis and Christopher Koch among many 

others. Translation of Table of Contents available on request.   

Today Koch is best remembered as the author of The Year 

of Living Dangerously which Peter Weir adapted into a film. 

He twice won the Miles Franklin Award and in 1995 he was 

made an Officer of the Order of Australia (OAM) for his 

contribution to Australian literature. (4388)    
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WHITE, Patrick.  

Die im feurigen Wagen : Roman 

Inscribed association copy of German 

translation of Riders in the Chariot. 

             

          $500 

[Köln Berlin]: Kiepenheuer & Witsch, 1973. 

First German Language Edition reprint. 

Hardcover : pp. [10] 11-545 [548] : original 

purple cloth : yellow lettering to spine : 

Nobel Prize bellyband. Top and fore-edges 

lightly stained; minor bubbling to flaps and 

light foxing to verso of jacket. Very Good in 

Very Good dust-jacket.  

Association copy inscribed by White on 

f.f.e.p. for Maria Prerauer who with her 

husband Curt translated the novel into 

German. The inscription reads: "This is a re

-print. Thought you might like an extra copy 

as the translation is yours. Patrick". White 

has also signed the novel on the title page. 

The first German edition was published in 

1969. This 1972 second issue was 

obviously undertaken following White's 

winning of the Nobel Prize and this copy 

has the publisher's wrap-around noting 

this. A desirable copy, unseen by Hubber/

Smith although it is most likely the second 

issue of the first edition they mention at 

H.t7b with a print run of 6,000.  (9444) 

WHITE, Patrick.  

Happy Valley 

             

           $1760 

A Novel by Patrick White. New York: Viking, 1940. 

First U.S. Edition. Hardcover : pp. [10] 11-317 : 

original black cloth : top edge tinted red : inlaid 

paper panels on upper board and spine with author 

and title lettered in white on orange. The dust 

wrapper is in lovely condition with very light wear to 

the top and bottom of the spine panel and with the 

orange section of the panel moderately faded. 

[Hubber/Smith, C2] Fine in Near Fine dust-jacket.  

“Happy Valley is a place of dreams and secrets, of 

snow and ice and wind.” — Patrick White. 

A superb first American printing of White's first 

novel whose origins lie in a stint of jackarooing he 

did in the Snowy Mountains in 1930-31. Scarce in 

this condition.  (10030)    

WHITE, Patrick.  

Le Char des Élus  

One of 26 copies. 

         

            $725 

Traduit de L'Englaise par Suzanne Nétillard. Paris: 

Gallimard, 1965. First French Edition. Softcover : 

pp. [12] 13-[552] : in publisher's variant binding : 

no. 19 of 26 copies printed on Nafuma-Lavarre : 

glassine wrapper. This copy not unlike the varaint 

copy of the French First Edition of The Burnt Ones 

at Hubber I.t1. Unopened and uncut; light spotting 

to edges of text block; spine of the glassine wrapper 

is toned.  

This item matches Hubber H.t2a (first French 

edition, first printing) except for the cover which is 

buff rather than glossy white and described above. 

This variant not described by Hubber but a 

similar variant is described for the French first 

edition of the Burnt Ones.    (15000) 
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WHITE, Patrick.  

Voss. 

 

$675 

London: Eyre & Spottiswoode & Book Society, 

1957. First U.K. Edition. Demy octavo : pp. [8] 9-

478 : dark blue cloth lettered in silver to spine : 

blue and yellow price clipped dust jacket 

illustrated by Sydney Nolan : "Book Society 

Choice" wraparound paper wrapper : presentation 

inscription laid in. Top edge toned and with a 

scattering of spots; paper wrapper with light 

foxing to spine and vertical tear to lower joint; 

toning to free e.p.s : presentation slip "For 

[recipient]" signed "Patrick White". 

 

White's novel inspired by the tragic story of 

explorer Ludwig Leichhardt, who disappeared 

without a trace in the Australian interior in 1848. 

Voss was very well received in the U.K. and was 

the winner of the inaugural Miles Franklin 

Literary Award. [Hubber/Smith G2a].  (15588)

  

 

STEAD, Christina.  

Seven Poor Men of  Sydney. 

 

$465 

London: Peter Davies, 1934. First Edition. 

Post octavo : pp. [viii] 358 [1]p 

advertisement : original blue cloth with gilt 

lettering : original dustwrapper : Light 

spotting to bottom and fore-edges; spine 

slightly mottled and faded; toning to spine 

panel of dustwrapper and a few stains to its 

front panel.  

 

A nice first printing of Stead's first novel (set 

in Sydney in the 1920s) that was published a 

few months after the appearance of her first 

work The Salzburg Tales. None of Stead's 

works was published in her native country 

Australia until 1965 and this novel is 

regarded as a path-breaker in Australian 

fiction lacking both a conventional plot as 

well as a central protagonist. The work 

receives a separate entry in The Oxford 

Companion to Australian Literature.  (9984)

STEAD, Christina.  

The People With the Dogs. 

 

$145 

Little, Brown and Company, 1952. First 

Edition. Hardcover : 345pp. : original pale 

orange boards : red lettering on spine : fore-

edge uncut : unclipped dust jacket. Minor 

press to top and bottom of spine; jacket with 

light wear to corners. Near Fine in near fine 

dust-jacket.  

 

Stead's eighth novel set in the post Second 

World War in New York and the Catskills. The 

third of her satirical New York-based novels, 

it contains more genuine comedy than Letty 

Fox (1946) and A Little Tea, A Little Chat 

(1948). Although Stead's work was received 

enthusiastically overseas, especially in 

America, she was initially largely ignored in 

her home country Australia with none of her 

works being published there until 1965. Her 

outstanding work was eventually recognised 

formally and she was created a Fellow of the 

Australian National University in 1969 and in 

1974 she was the first recipient of the Patrick 

White Award. In 1982 she won the NSW's 

Premier's award for services to Australian 

Literature and was elected to honorary 

membership of the American Academy and 

Institute of Arts and Letters.  (11762)  
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CAREY, Peter.  

Jack Maggs.  

Signed Presentation copy.  

 

               $140 

Toronto: Random House of Canada, 1998. First 

Canadian Edition. Hardcover : [328]pp. : black 

boards, gilt lettering to spine.  Minor bumping to top 

and bottom of spine. The jacket has slight creasing 

at the top of the spine but is otherwise in pristine 

condition. . Fine in Fine dust-jacket.    

  

From the Greg Gatenby collection. Inscribed, 

signed and dated by Carey for Gatenby on the 

night of the book's launch in Canada. Gatenby 

was the Canadian author who served as artistic 

director of the famous Toronto Harbourfront Reading 

Series and the International Festival of Authors. 

Carey's sixth novel and winner of the 

Commonwealth Writer's Prize and Carey's third 

Miles Franklin.  (13607)       

CAREY, Peter.  

Four Easy Pieces.  

Signed. 

 

       $385 

London: Belmont Press, 2002. Limited Edition. 

Hardcover : pp. [iv] [1] 66 [67] : illustrated by 

Eileen Hogan : this edition consists of 26 de luxe 

copies lettered A to Z, 100 special copies 

numbered 1 to 100 and 100 standard copies 

numbered 101 to 200 of which this is 142 : 

signed by author and illustrator : bound with 

paper boards and brown cloth spine : text and 

illustration to boards. Fine but for a faint pin 

prick spot on upper board. (15320)  

CAREY, Peter.  

Bliss  

Signed. 

 

       $250 

St Lucia: University of Queensland Press, 1981. 

First Edition. Octavo. [296]pp. : SIGNED by 

Carey on title page and dated 1991 : original 

black boards with silver lettering to spine. The 

unclipped but impractical silver foil jacket has 

light rubbing but is in extremely presentable 

condition; smattering of fox marks on the final 

endpapers and top edge. Fine in Near Fine dust-

jacket.          

Carey's first novel and winner of the Miles 

Franklin Award, a New South Wales Premier's 

Literary Award and the Australian National Book 

Council's Banjo Award.  (15809)  
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CAREY, Peter.  

True History of  the Kelly Gang. 

Presentation Copy.  

                

              $180 

St Lucia: University of Queensland Press, 2000. First Edition. Octavo : 

[402]pp. : original quarter calf : fore-edge untrimmed : double-page map : 

impractical plain opaque dustwrapper : INSCRIBED on the title "For 

Elaine and Ellen too" by the author : colour photograph of Elaine Cusick 

loosely laid in. Opaque dustwrapper is edgeworn; half title is lightly foxed; 

other leaves toned to margins.  

A true first printing. The novel won a host of awards including the 

Commonwealth Writer's Prize and the Booker Prize. Preceded the overseas 

editions by some four months. Elaine Cusick played Ellen Kelly in the 

1980 mini-series "The Last Outlaw" with John Jarratt playing Ned 

Kelly reelased in 1980 on Channel 7 on the 100th anniversary of Ned 

Kelly's hanging. The photo was taken in August 2010 at "Eleven Mile" the 

Kelly property (near Greta) on the way to the 30th anniversary of making 

the series.  (14800)       

CAREY, Peter.  

Illywhacker  

Signed.            

            $85 

London: Faber and Faber, 1985. First Edition. 600p. Original red boards 

with silver lettering. Carey's second novel won a host of awards including 

The Age Book of the Year Award, the Fellowship of Australian Writers 

Barbara Ramsden Award, the Vance Palmer Prize for Fiction, the Australian 

Science Fiction Achievement Award, the National Book Council's Banjo 

Award and the Victorian Premier's Award. It was also shortlisted for the 

Booker Prize. Pristine first UK printing in like jacket. Signed by Carey on 

the title page. Fine in Fine dust-jacket. Hardcover.  (12341)   
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JONES, Bill.  

Red Bulb Lit With Infinity Symbol.  

Original drawing.      

 

       $250  

A3 : drawing made in coloured felt tipped pen of a red light 

bulb with a black infinity symbol hanging from a green 

socket emitting red rays : title and signature with spiral to 

lower left corner. Two folds (one vertical and one 

horizontal); pin prick fox marks at vertical crease 3cm from 

top edge and near the signature. Near fine.    

This item was acquired shortly after from a close personal 

friend of Jones.  (15764)   

JONES, Bill.  

Autograph Letter, Signed. 

               

                $250 

1994. A3 leaf : Billy Jones signature spiral in red and black : overwritten in black felt 

tipped pen a one-page letter addressed to "Dear Nige", dated May 19, '94 and SIGNED 

"billy" with another spiral black. Two folds (one vertical and one horizontal) and minor 

foxing to extremities.   

In March 2018 Archives Fine Books acquired the better portion of the personal library of 

Queensland-based poet and artist Billy Jones (1935 – 2012). Jones was renowned for 

marking his books with underlining and marginalia that catch the overflow of the 167 

personal journals he left behind.  

The letter to "Nige" is typical of his voice and style: urgent, passionate, poetic, always with 

a several projects in the pipeline and wearing his heart on his sleeve. It mentions the sale 

of an artwork, the possibility of a republication of his collection Jet-lag, the cost of binding 

his personal journals (nos. #96 & #97), an offer to paint a picture for the $400 he owes 

and the confession that he's writing this letter during a "2-pot stop...my dappled amber 

beer whole corner sparkling with the windblown dance".               (15763)  
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MENEBROKER, Ann.  

Sunscreen in the Fog. 

Inscribed to Billy Jones.          

   

                 $70 

Dover, DE: Bottle of Smoke Press, 2010. Limited Edition. Small hand stitched 

chapbook : 16pp. : yellow e.p.s : cover is hand over-inked in blue and red : 

SIGNED by Menebroker at the colophon : INSCRIBED to Billy Jones at the 

title page : one of 50. Very small (2mm) hole to two pages near gutter. Near 

Fine.             

Ann Menebroker was one of the leading women poets of the male dominated 

"no apologies given and none needed" cohort of poets known as the "Meat 

Poets". She was widely published in her lifetime and is remembered in the 

dedication of Charles Bukowski's "South of No North". The inscription to 

fellow poet and visual artist Billy Jones reads, "To Billy Jones, Long time 

friend and lovely poet, outstanding artist! Love, Annie".  (4502)  

MENEBROKER, Ann.  

tuning in. 

Inscribed to Billy Jones.  

          

                 $70 

Dover, DE: Bottle of Smoke Press, 2006. First Edition. Very small 

stapled chapbook : 4pp. : soft yellow card covers : SIGNED by 

Menebroker on the verso of the top cover and inscribed to Billy Jones 

on the inside of the lower cover. Fine.       

Chapbook of the Quarter Vol. 2 No. 1; designed and letterpress 

printed by Bill Roberts. With five poems by Menebroker. The 

inscription to fellow poet nad visual artist Billy Jones reads, "2-10-

'06. To Billy Jones, from your faraway lover in Sacramento! 

Love, Annie".  (4504)       
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CATO, Nancy; OLDAY, John (Editor).  

Typed Letter Signed by Nancy Cato, in response to a letter 

from a Mrs Gilbert, regarding her 1986 novel 'The Lady 

Lost in Time' [offered with] Spectrum. 

 

             

                                $180 

Edwardstown: Rainbow Group, 1956. First Edition. Typed letter : single A5 

sheet of personalised stationery : folded twice : from Nancy Cato at Noosa 

Heads to Mrs Gilbert and dated July 18, 1987, signed.  

Spectrum : stapled softcover : oblong format (17 x 21cm) : 10 leaves 

printed recto only : processed typescript (including one page of music) : 

two linocuts by Malcolm Gray on the covers, on the top cover a serpent 

printed in orange with the title in black watercolour underneath the image, 

the other linocut a landscape printed inside the lower cover. Covers a little 

creased and marked, mostly on lower cover; marginal stains to three leaves 

(clear of text); untrimmed top edges a little chipped. Very good. 

The typed letter is in response to a letter from Mrs Gilbert regarding Cato's 

1986 novel, "The Lady Lost in Time" : I was interested to get your letter 

about "The Lady Lost in Time", as even experienced reviewers have been 

confused. The "frame" at beginning and end is part of the work of fiction, not 

an author's introduction...There was an old warehouse at Milang, with living 

quarters on top - described in detail in "All the Rivers Run"... Cato also refers 

to a painting by Gerard Soest that she donated to the Queensland Art 

Gallery, "where it never seems to be on display...If you should ever go to 

Brisbane, go to the Art Gallery and ask to see the Soest portrait donated by 

Mrs N. Norman - if they can find it." 

The first two leaves of "Spectrum" contain material supplied by Cato. Her 

poem "The Rainbow Serpent" is preceded by a descriptive note explaining its 

origin in Narrinyeri folklore. Also of interest is the review of the public 

reaction to contemporary art exhibitions at Cafe Latino in Hindley, Street, 

Adelaide : "You would think Art-lovers would go out of their way to see an 

extraordinary show. 'Not me' - says Lady High-up. The proper place for Art 

shows in North Terrace...Hindley Street may be alright for the Latin riff-raff, 

for bodgies and widgies and call girls, for bohemians and adventure-seekers 

in search of spine-chilling thrills - but for better-class and respectable people - 

definitely NO!"  (15486)       
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DEVANEY, James.  

EARTH 

KINDRED  

Signed. 

$110 

Melbourne: Frank Wilmot, Coles Library, 1931. 

First Edition. Hardcover : pp. [8] 80 : cloth spine 

over paper covered boards, brown boards lettered 

in dark brown on top board and spine : plain eps : 

bookplate of A. Harpley Bradfield : green 

decoration on title page : bottom edges uncut : 

dark brown paper jacket.  Dustwrapper with long 

chips to the joints of the inner flaps, 

corresponding chips to the edges of the boards; 

two slips with the author's signature, apparently 

removed from letters written by Devaney, taped to 

upper wrapper's inner flap.  

 

Furnley Maurice (Frank Wilmot) printed this book 

for Devaney at his own private press at home, on 

suggestion of Vance Palmer. James Martin 

Devaney (1890-1976) was a fine lyric poet, 

novelist, journalist and teacher. Earth Kindred was 

his second collection of poems.  (11816)  

 

BRENNAN, 

Christopher.  

13 [THIRTEEN] 

POEMS BY 

CHRISTOPHER 

BRENNAN Chosen 

by R. E. Summers. 

 

$230 

Pearl Beach, NSW: 

Escutcheon Press, 1987. Original calf-backed 

marbled boards : pp. [2, blank] [42] [2, blank] : 

gilt lettering to spine : blue ribbon marker : 

untrimmed : signed by the printer/publisher.  

 

"After his son took an art course with a printed 

book as one of his projects, Bob Summers 

devoted the rest of his life to fine printing. He 

founded the Escutcheon Press in 1986 and 

subsequently printed selections from the work of 

a number of Australian writers, including 

Christopher Brennan and Miles Franklin. 

Selections from the work of overseas writers 

included Lawrence Durrell, Rudyard Kipling and 

William Shakespeare. Summers also printed 

material on subjects such as history, music, 

religion, art, private presses and travel. In 2001 

he completed How Is a Man: Commonplace Book 

which displayed the press's variety of printing 

processes and its range of type faces." (AusLit 

online). (6027)  

 

 

BRENNAN, Christopher.  

INTERLUDES. SIX POEMS. 

 

 $75 

Pearl Beach, NSW: Escutcheon Press, 1991. 

First Edition. Crown octavo : [24]p : original 

stiff white card wrappers in jacket : title page 

printed in black and red. Fine in Near Fine dust

-jacket. Soft cover. 

 

No #86 of 220 numbered copies designed and 

handset by R. E. Summers and signed by the 

printer/publisher. A very handsome and 

unopened copy of the fifth book from this 

private press.  (11892) 
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EIGER, Albin [HENNEQUEL, Rolf].  

STELLA MATUTINA 

$75 

 

Newnham, Tasmania: Wattle Grove Press, 

1964. First Edition. Softcover : [42]p.: printed 

in the Sino-Japanese manner : frontispiece and 

hallmark by Robert Habberfield, Melbourne: 

original wrappers with yapp edges. Slight wear 

to top of spine; portion of covers fading slightly; 

1cm closed tear to leading edge of both top and 

lower covers, some offsetting from the 

signature.  

 

One of 60 numbered copies, initialed by the 

author. A cycle of 21 poems written by the 

founder of the Press. Original invoice and 

publisher's printed leaflet listing the 

publications by the Press loosely inserted.  

(7657)  

 

DE LA MARE, Walter.  

THE LISTENERS  

Inscribed to Miss Baird. 

$145 

 

And other poems. London: Constable and 

Company, 1918. Small octavo : pp. [x] 92 : paper 

covered boards with red embossed border and 

lettering to top board and spine : INSCRIBED by 

the poet to Miss Baird and dated September 

1919. Slight rubbing to spine, mild foxing.  

 

Walter de la Mare stayed at the Westminster Arms 

and in 1919 he wrote asking Miss Baird for 

permission to wander around the grounds of St. 

James's. By way of thanks she received a book of 

his poems with the inscription, "But 'twas beyond 

a mortals share to wander solitary there". (Malvern 

and its Famous Visitors online) 

St James’s School was founded in 1896 by twin 

sisters Miss Alice and Miss Katrine Baird, two girls 

from a large family full of character: five of the 

seven sisters became Headmistresses. The school 

moved from the south of England to West Malvern 

in 1902, where they leased de Walden House, the 

grand home of Lady Howard de Walden. Alice 

Baird (6 October 1871 – 10 August 1959) was 

headmistress in 1919, when she established one 

of the earliest Girl Guide companies. She was a 

recipient of the Silver Fish Award, the Girl Guiding 

Association's (GGA) highest adult honour, in 1922.  

(15736)  

 

 

EIGER, Albin [Hennequel, Rolf]; 

STEPHENSON, P.R. (Postriptum).  

SOLITAIRES 

$75 

Tasmania: Wattle Grove Press, 1961. First 

Edition. Softcover : [i] [5] 6-49 [50] [8] 

Postcriptum, Index, Errata : paper spine and 

glossy white boards bound with a braided cord. 

Covers slightly soiled; corners creased; paper 

spine a little abraded; some edgewear; clean 

throughout. 

 

No. 159/1000 [only 300 were printed]. Rolf 

Hennequel (formerly Henkl) was a writer and 

publisher whose works were written using the 

pseudonym Albin Eiger. After three decades 

spent between Paris, Tokyo, Seattle and Kabul 

he finally migrated to Tasmania where he taught 

languages at Launceston State High School and 

set up the Wattle Grove Press. He first 

published his own poems and novels and then 

limited editions of works by Pat Flower, Rodney 

Hall, Dorothy Hewett and others. He conducted 

lively correspondence with other writers, literary 

agents and artists including P.R. Stephensen 

who wrote the postscript for this title.  (14296)
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MAUGHAM, W.S.  

Liza of  Lambeth 

$465 

Jubilee Edition. London: William Heinemann, 1947. Limited 

Edition. Octavo : pp. [xvi] [138] : t.e.g. vellum over decorated 

boards : gilt lettered black leather label on spine : decorated paper 

jacket lettered in argent on spine : signed, no. 664 of 1000. 

Unclipped jacket has an open tear to head of spine, which is 

slightly sunned. Fine in very good dust-jacket. 

 

Maugham’s first novel, a gritty portrayal of working-class life in 

London slums, was written while he was a medical student and 

obstetric clerk at St Thomas's Hospital in Lambeth.  (15552)  

 

 

MAUGHAM, W.S.  

The Unconquered.  

Signed. 

$425 

New York: House of Books, 1944. First Edition, Limited. Crown octavo : pp. 

[58] : gilt lettered midnight blue cloth : SIGNED : No.283 of 300. Fine. 

 

Maugham’s grim tale of personal integrity in the face of violation revolves 

around an encounter between a French farm girl and a German soldier 

during WWII. (15550)  
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[COLES, E.W.].  

The Smallest English Dictionary in the World 

            

            $350 

Cole's English Dictionary. Glasgow: David Bryce and Sons, n.d. (circa 

1900). Miniature (280 x 200mm) : 884pp. : printed endpapers : red 

leather covers lettered in gilt : engraved metal box with magnifying glass 

window : branded with "Cole's English Dictionary" to top cover and 

"From Cole's Book Arcade Melbourne" to lower cover. Top cover of tin 

box rubbed smooth; text block sits a little proud of the red leather 

covers.            

 

The miniature Bryce A-Z English Dictionary branded and marketed by 

E.W. Cole. "Edward William Cole, best known for his series Funny 

Picture Books, opened his Book Arcade on Bourke Street in 1883. Like 

Cole's children's books, it was emblazoned with a rainbow arch facade, 

and it became one of the biggest bookstores in the world."  (15808) 

MOSER, Barry.  

Gold Rush : Twenty-five Wood Engravings on a Theme of  the 

Discovery and Mining of  Gold in America, Africa, and Australia 

with a Note on Those Prints by the Artist. 

                      

                  $840 

Los Angeles: Arundel Press, 1985. Limited Edition. Unbound leaves in a 

clamshell box : 7 leaves text : 25 original wood engravings each hand-signed by 

the artist : black cloth clamshell with gilt lettering. Fine.    

 

Printed for the Arundel Press by Harold McGrath at the Hampshire Typothetae 

in West Hatfield, Massachusetts on Rives BFK. Limited to 350 copies signed 

by the artist. Three of the plates depict gold mining in Australia: Plate 5, Rocky 

River (a scene at Mount Morgan Queensland); Plate 20, Bathurst; and Plate 21, 

Ballarat.  (4096)  
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BALZAC, Honoré De.  

The Girl with the Golden Eyes        

La Fille aux Yeux D'Or 

             

            $330 

Translated by Ernest Dowson | Illustrated by Donald Denton. Chicago: The 

Peacock Press, 1928. Octavo : pp. [4, blank] [xii] [148] [4, blank] : illustrated 

title : 8 colour plates including the frontispiece, each with a b&w copy 

(immediately before in the case of the frontis and immediately after for the 

rest) top edge gilt : gilt patterned paper over black cloth with gilt decoration 

and lettering to spine : illustrated dustjacket repeating the title illustration. 

Fox mark to lower edge of two of the tissue guards and the margins of the 

plates they protect; two small marks to lower cover of dust jacket; lacks 

original cardboard slipcase. Bookplate of Leslie Varnon Barnett; small 

bookseller sticker.         

One of Balzac's darker and more intense explorations of the human psyche 

and sexuality.  (15829)        

BECKETT, Samuel.  

Molloy. 

           

             $350 

Paris : Les Amis des Editions de Minuit, 1951. First Edition. 

Softcover : pp. [6] 7-72 : one of 500 copies printed on Alfa paper : 

cream paper covers printed in black. Spine a little toned, minor 

lean. No. 488 of 500 on Alfa paper (a further 50 were printed on 

superior vellum). The French edition precedes all English 

language editions by 4 years. The first of Beckett's three novels 

referred to collectively as The Trilogy.  (15734)   
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POMERAND, Gabriel.  

Antonio hors de galaxie. 

            

           $665 

Paris: Jacques Loyau, 1954. First Edition. Softcover : 64pp. 

(unpaginated) : photographic cover : silent spine : two line drawings by 

Cocteau : 6 tipped in photographic prints. Cover slightly marked. Near 

fine.            

One of 100 copies, 15 of which were reserved for the author and the 

other 85 for subscribers. Gabriel Pomerand (c. 1926–1972) was a 

French poet, artist and a co-founder of lettrism. "Pomerand was the 

mouthpiece of the movement in its first years. He organized scandalous 

public lectures, gave reputedly remarkable performances of sound 

poetry, painted oils, and made an award-winning short movie. His 

prolific writing over the years included innovative artists books and 

novels, including Saint Ghetto of the Loans, 1950 (republished by UDP 

in 2006 with an English translation), as well as screenplays, cultural 

criticism, and book reviews." (uglyducklingpresse online). This 

consideration of the avant garde dancer Antonio is said to be the most 

difficult of his six titles to acquire.  (15214)  

[DEBORD, Guy].  

Que peut le mouvement revolutionnaire maintenant? Tout 

que devient-il entre les mains des partis et des syndicats? 

Rien que veut-il? La realisation de la societe sans classe par 

le pourvoir des conseils ouvriers. 

             

            $460 

Paris: Conseil pour le maintien des occupations, n.d. (1968). 24.5 x 17.8cm, 

1pp. Poster/leaflet – typographic only with the title text – printed black on 

white. Offset.  Fine.          

A hard-to-find small poster issued by the Internationale Situationniste led 

Conseil pour le maintien des occupations.  (15487)  
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DEBORD, G. E.[Guy].  

Rapport 

       

            $355 

sur la construction des situations et sur les 

conditions de l'orginisation et de l'action de la 

tendance situanniste internationale. n.d. 

[1957]. First Edition. Stapled pamphlet in 

red cover : 20pp.(French) : slight bleed of 

printed ink through wraps. Fine.    

The foundation text of the Situationniste 

Internationale.  (14962)   

Union Nationale des Etudiants de France Association 

Fédérative Générale des Etudiants de Strasbourg.  

De la misère en milieu étudiant considérée 

sous ses aspects économique, politique, 

psychologique, sexuel et notamment 

intellectuel et de quelques moyens pour y 

remédier. 

                    

               $140 

Strasbourg: Etudiants de France, 1966. First Edition. 

French language stapled pamphlet : 28pp. : light blue 

textured covers printed in black. Minor tanning to spine 

and top edge. Very good.     

A Situationist aligned group elected to run the Strasbourg 

student union spent the entire budget producing this 

booklet, a Situationist critique of student life and society 

as a whole. Possibly the most influential text in the 

Paris ‘68 student movement.  (14961)     

Guy Debord, Jacqueline de Jong, Asger Jorn.  

Hands off  Alexander Trocchi. 

                    

       $175 

Paris: October 7, 1960. Original edition. One 

sheet 27 x 21 cm, black print on cream paper, 

recto only.  Fine.     

Leaflet in English calling for the release by the 

New York courts of the British writer 

Alexander Trocchi imprisoned for drug 

possession. The argument is that Alexander 

Trocchi not a drug addict but "an artist of the 

first order, pioneer of a new culture and a new 

comportment...". Signatories: Guy Debord, 

Jacqueline de Jong, Asger Jorn.   (15490) 
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Pour le pouvoir des conseils ouvriers. 

          

         $110 

Paris: Conseil pour le maintien des occupations, 22 mai 1968. 

One sheet 21 x 27 cm, mimeographed on the front, 51 lines. 

Leaflet calling for the formation of workers' councils with a view 

to restarting the country's industries under workers' control.  

(15489)  

SANDOW, Eugen.  

Strength and how to obtain it.  

With anatomical chart. 

              

                    $250 

With anatomical chart illustrating exercises for physical development. London: Gale 

and Polden, n.d. Revised Edition. Hardcover : pp. [viii] 148 [12] advertisements : pale 

yellow e.p.s : red illustrated cloth : anatomical chart and letter to the public from 

Sandow loosely laid in. Binding with some soil and wear marks; edges and corners 

rubbed; leaves toned; chart is spotted and has an open tear to top left corner; both 

the chart and letter have some small tears along the folds. Very good.      

Eugen Sandow (1867-1925) was a Prussian strong man and pioneer of bodybuilding. 

He organised what is believed to be the first bodybuilding event in London in 1901.  

(14849)     
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LAWRENCE, D. H.  

Lady Chatterley's Lover. 

Signed.              

             $24,360  

Florence: Privately Printed by Typographia Giuntina, 1928. First Edition. Octavo : pp. 

[iv] [368]: original mulberry boards with black phoenix : white paper label on spine : 

untrimmed and unopened : SIGNED by the author at the limitation page : with 

scarce yellow dust jacket. [Roberts 42a]. Bump to the head of the spine and to the 

lower corners with some loss to the paper on lower board; ghost of tape residue to the 

lower pastedown; the extremely scarce jacket has shallow chips to the extremities and 

closed tear to the fold of the top joint, repaired with archival tape to the verso; previous 

owner's blind stamp to the tail of the title page. [Roberts A42a] Near fine in very good 

dust-jacket.              

 

No. 336 of 1000. This is the first edition of Lawrence's controversial novel. It was 

available only by subscription in this private Florence printing and banned in England 

and America for obscenity. Copies were routinely seized and destroyed by customs 

officials in both countries. Lady Chatterley's Lover was not available in the U.S. until 

Grove Press brought the matter to court in 1959. In England the book had been 

available in a heavily censored form until Penguin decided to publish an unexpurgated 

edition in 1960. A lawsuit ensued and Penguin, like Grove in the US, was able to 

persuade the jury that the book should stand on its literary merit. The public was 

finally able to read the novel as Lawrence wrote it, thirty years after this first private 

printing.  (15543)     
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CHURCHILL, Winston S.  

Marlborough, His Life and Times [INSCRIBED] [OFFERED 

WITH] A.L.S. from Clementine Churchill, an A.N.S. from 

Clementine [AND] additional Churchilliana. 

Presentation copy. 

            $15,000 

London: George G. Harrap, 1949. Reprint. Two volumes; pp. 1050; 1078 : 

specially bound in quarter red morocco over grey cloth boards : lettered in gilt to 

spine : t.e.g. : Volume I INSCRIBED, "To Geoffrey Hale from Winston S. 

Churchill 1955" (on the recto of the frontispiece) : Volume II INSCRIBED, "From 

Winston S. Churchill 1955" (on first blank) : autograph letter SIGNED from 

Clementine Churchill to, "My dear Doctor Hale" expressing her gratitude, 

"for all you did for my sister, not only during her last illness, but also for 

many years." (Chartwell, 13 February, 1955) : two Christmas cards from 

Winston and Clementine Churchill (one with autograph note from Clementine), 

and an invitation and order of ceremony for the presentation to Churchill on his 

80th birthday, Westminster Hall, 30th November 1954 (plus envelope).  

     

“…your name was often on her lips; and as her sister I know that you 

must have given her far more than your professional skill and attention. 

She was so warm and human, and also a little wayward that I fear 

sometimes she may have tried your patience.” — Dame Clementine 

Spencer-Churchill, February 1955. 

The letter addressed to Doctor Hale is to thank him for his care of 

Clementine's younger sister Nellie Romilly (nee Hozier), who passed 

away on the 2nd February, 1955. Nellie is described in the note as 

sometimes "wayward" and Clementine suggests she may have tried 

the good doctor's patience, but nevertheless his name "was so often 

on her lips".  

The letter acknowledges that Doctor Hale offered Nellie “far more than 

your professional knowledge and skill” and that Winston has signed 

the two volumes in the “hope that you will keep them in your library, 

and when you look at them you will remember our gratitude.”  

A lovely example of Clementine Churchill’s thoughtfulness and grace, 

even in the depths of her own personal loss: the letter is dated ten 

days after Nellie’s death.  (15544)    



 31 

BOWDEN-SMITH, Edward Cyril.  

1896-98 Sketchbook and Diary of  

Edward Cyril Bowden-Smith nephew of Sir 

Nathaniel Bowden-Smith, the Commander in Chief 

of the Australia Station (1892-1895) 

 

             $1530 

Documents Bowden-Smith's diary entries for his 

round trip to Adelaide, 1896-7 on the clipper 

“Torrens” with 13 full page sketches of sea going 

vessels, and the south Australian waters 

including Kangaroo Island, Pages Rocks, Cape 

Jervis and one sketch of “Kangarooing” and a 

further 13 pages with 2-6 vignettes per page, 

usually in pencil (one ink) and usually of vessels. 

There is also a page with colour signal codes. 

     

Quarto hessian covered sketchbook : landscape 

format (16.5 x 23cm) : 33 leaves and 7 stubs 

(originally 40 leaves) : contents comprise 11pp. 

of diary entries, 12 full page pencil sketches, 

15pp. vignettes (one in ink), one loosely inserted 

pencil sketch of the starboard boat and one 

page of signal codes in colour, also two double 

page spreads of the birds of the South Atlantic 

and Australian Seas : yellow endpapers : 

hessian covered boards with tie and pencil 

holder with "E.C.B.S. 18 ys" to head of top 

cover. There are several ephemeral items loosely 

inserted, mostly postcards and photographic 

images. 

The f.f.e.p. trimmed 3cm at fore edge, and the 

final f.p. is lacking : hinges starting; barely 

legible pencil sketch of boat to top cover; 2pp. of 

diary entries are smudged. Very good. 

Edward (or Ned) Cyril Bowden-Smith, nephew 

by a younger brother to Sir Nathaniel Bowden-

Smith, the Commander in Chief of the Australia 

Station (1892-94), made a trip from the UK to 

Adelaide in 1896-7 on the Clipper Torrens, 

returning on the Royal Mail Ship Oroya.  

The Torrens, on which young Bowden-Smith 

made his outward journey, was designed to 

carry passengers and cargo between London 

and Port Adelaide, South Australia, and was 

the fastest ship to sail on that route. She is 

notable as the last sailing ship on which 

Joseph Conrad served before he began his 

writing career. Bowden-Smith’s trip formed the 

basis of his short book Land Ho! The Last of 

Her Race which was published in 1931. The 

full-page pencil sketch of The Torrens in the 

sketchbook is a close but reverse image of the 

one that appears on the cover of Land Ho!  

Bowden-Smith records its purchase on the 

flyleaf: 'N. C. Bowden-Smith April 17th 1894 

bought at Lymington while staying at Tolland 

Bay.' Below this is a further penciled 

inscription: 'E.C. Bowden-Smith "Torrens" Oct 

16 1896' as well as various calculations and a 

sketch of a ship. On the pastedown opposite is 

a spidery inscription by Bowden-Smith made in 

old age 'My Mothan(?) old Sketch Book E.C. 

Bowden-Smith'.  

Bowden-Smith's diary entries for his round trip 

to Adelaide, 1896-7 run to 9 pp. and detail a 

departure on October 26th, 1896 from 

Gravesend. The entries are short, usually 

giving daily miles travelled with observations 

on sightings and events such as an 

unsuccessful attempt to fish with a 'mutton 

chop'; fireworks to celebrate particularly rapid 

progress and occasional diversions such as 

'Had a shot with captain's Winchester rifle.  
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On December 23 they "nearly ran into an iceberg in the 

night" and "passed a dead whale in the morning, covered 

with Albatross." On Christmas morning the cabin floor 

flooded and the seas were rough (depicted later in a 

sketch) but in the afternoon "some splendid icebergs" 

were seen. 

On Saturday January 9, 1897, Kangaroo Island was 

sighted at 9am and at 2pm Torrens passed between 

Kangaroo Island and Pages Rocks. Bowden-Smith “saw a 

big bushfire” (later depicted in a sketch) before moving 

swiftly up the Gulf of St. Vincent, “Concert in 

the evening. Anchored at midnight”. 

The next day Bowden-Smith disembarked 

and went to the York Hotel. He “found no 

letters at Cooks” but enjoyed a drive to the 

Norton Summit and “went to the Theatre in 

the evening.” There is the air of an official 

visit about the round of trips to the 

“Zoological Gardens” (a drawing of a “Palm. 

from Chile, Botanic Gardens Adelaide” 

appears later in the book) and Bowden Smith 

mentions being “photographed in morning”.  

At the end of the volume a second voyage to 

Valparaiso is briefly chronicled, beginning 

Sep 30th 1898 on the R.M.S. Magdalena. 

Additionally, Bowden-Smith has recorded a 4-

page list of 'Birds of the South Atlantic & 

Australian Seas' sometimes with reference to 

shooting, so 'Wandering Albatross. Shot 

from the "Torrens" Dec 7. 1896 in South 

Atlantic'. 

As a side note, E.C. Bowden Smith also 

published on the efficiency of pumps and 

ejectors (1923). Two of the smallest items 

are photographic images – one of the top of 

H. & L. Press Cylinders and the other a 

portion of the 22-ton beam with parallel 

motion, both from “Colne Valley” (most 

likely West Yorkshire).       (15679)  
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[HARRIS, Alexander].  

Settlers and Convicts; or, Recollections of  Sixteen Years' Labour in 

the Australian Backwoods. By an Emigrant Mechanic. 

 

             $1,050 

London: C. Cox, 1847. First Edition. Duodecimo : pp. xii, [5]-435 : contemporary 

full calf : morocco title labels : raised bands : gilt lettering and decorations, all edges 

speckled : armorial bookplates on front endpapers including a signed Jonathan 

Dawson Brodie bookplate. Colophon: Printed by W. Clowes and Sons, Stamford 

Street. Binders ticket Kerr & Richardson, Glasgow. [Ferguson, 4529]. Minor wear to 

extremities, internally in superb condition. Near Fine.    

The very scarce first edition in one volume of this fictional-factual account of 

life in colonial New South Wales. The London-born author enlisted in the Guards, 

deserted and fled to Australia in 1825 where he remained until 1840. He wrote 

extensively on the colonies. Along with the author's The Emigrant Family, "Harris 

provides the most realistic and comprehensive accounts of early colonial life in 

Australia. They have been a valuable reference source for social historians, who have 

found in them informed and accurate comments on such features of the colonial 

scene as the convict system, the Aborigines, land reform, modes of transport, 

bushrangers, urban and outback life-styles. Nor are they negligible as 

literature." (The Oxford Companion to Australian Literature, p.346).  (7728)     

     

KINGSLEY, Henry .  

The Recollections of  Geoffry Hamlyn. 

 

              $1,750 

Cambridge: Macmillan and Co., 1859. First Edition. Three 

volumes, crown octavo : pp. vi, [276]; [viii], 324; [viii], 276 : 

contemporary half leather over pebbled boards : gilt 

lettering to spines with raised bands : top edge dyed dark 

brown, other two edges speckled red. 

Attractive armorial bookplates; neat previous owner 

signature on f.f.e.p.; slightly trimmed pages with no loss of 

text; very minor foxing. [Miller/Macartney, p.268.] Fine.  

Scarce triple decker. The younger brother of the English 

writer Charles Kingsley (The Water Babies), the author 

migrated to Australia in 1853 where he spent 

approximately a year on the Victorian goldfields. The 

novel was started at Langi Willi station near Skipton and 

completed after his return to England.  (8983)   
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MITFORD, Mary Russell .  

Christina, the Maid of  the South Seas; a Poem. 

 

              $2,810 

London: Printed by A. J. Valpy for F. C. and J. Rivington, 

1811. First Edition. Royal octavo : pp. x [ii] 332, [ii, errata 

and colophon] : original paper boards, paper label on 

spine, untrimmed. Very Good.      

   

Mary Russell Mitford (1787-1855) was an English author 

best known for Our Village (1824), a series of sketches of 

village scenes and vividly drawn characters based upon 

her life in Three Mile Cross near Reading in Berkshire. Her 

earliest published works were poetry and Christina, the 

Maid of the South Seas, was her second published title in 

1811. It is a metrical tale based on the first news of 

discovery of the last surviving mutineer of the H. M. S. 

Bounty and a generation of British-Tahitian children on 

Pitcairn Island in 1811. The time occupied by the action is 

four nights and four days. [Ferguson, 519]. As a 

manuscript, the work was apparently read and 

corrected by James Burney who sailed with Captain 

James Cook and the proofs were corrected by Samuel 

Taylor Coleridge.  

The poem in four cantos is augmented with descriptive 

notes based on the works of Cook, Bligh, Bougainville and 

other early explorers. A lovely copy of this extremely scarce 

work.    (13296)     
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