


“It was a tremendous challenge and a love affair
from the word go. Banksias are an ancient plant that

represent the spirit of Australia to me.”

- Celia Rosser.

Celia Rosser dedicated her life to painting the entire genus of Banksia, the Australian
flowering plant easily recognised by its characteristic flower spikes and woody

fruiting cones and heads.

Her dedication to the task culminated in the production of an extraordinary three-
volume florilegium, with accompanying text by Alex George: one of the great

botanical publications of the twentieth century.

The project took over 25 years to complete and represented the first time that such a
large genus had been entirely painted.

In 1977 Rosser was awarded the Linnaean Society of London's Jill Smythies Award
for botanical illustration, and in 1995 was awarded a Medal of the Order of Australia.
Monash University awarded her an honorary Master of Science degree in 1981, and
an honorary PhD in 1999.






ROSSER, Celia (Illustrator); GEORGE, Alex (Author)

The Banksias [OFFERED WITH] A small archive of related material
including personal correspondence from Celia Rosser to previous owner.

[Three volumes]. Nokomis, 1981-2000. First Edition. Elephant folio : collated and
complete : no. 360/76 colour plates : three quarter dark green leather over buckram
sides : gilt lettering to spines and cover : top edge gilt : with original packaging :
Volumes I & II SIGNED by Rosser at the title : small archive in black Bantex box.

All three volumes have barely perceptible foxing to edges of text block; Volume II
has an unsightly 5cm tear to the spine and some foxing to the first blanks; the first
blanks in Volumes I & II have a vertical crease; the top board of Volume three is
lightly flecked.

THE BANKGSIAS
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Complete sets of The Banksias are rare to the market and
signed copies more so. This set is especially unique for its

provenance and for the accompanying small archive.

At the heart of the archive is a set of twelve charming and chatty notes
(some on Nokomis "Banksia" greeting cards) from Celia Rosser to the
previous owner. The notes reference people and events that are further
reported in the news clippings that are also included: the conferring of her
honorary degree; the stalling of and subsequent opening of the Celia
Rosser Gallery and Banksia Cafe; and the discovery and naming of
Banksia rosserae after Celia Rosser. There are also personal references, to
children, friends, and health (Rosser suffered from eye trouble that
threatened her publishing deadline for volume III).

The previous owner is established through the notes as a cherished friend;
one who bought each volume as it was published, and who took it upon
herself to write to Dame Elizabeth Murdoch in order to bring attention to
Celia's stalled gallery project. Dame Elizabeth responded promptly and
later opened the gallery. Her response (autograph, signed) is also included
in the archive, as is a photocopy of the original letter that was sent. A
wonderful addition to any collection of botanical illustrations.

A detailed list of the archive items is available at the end. Includes signed
notes, vreceipts, one customs declaration, publisher's material, news
clippings, gallery opening invitation, a copy of The Banksia Catalogue

signed by Rosser and of Carolyn Landon’s ‘“‘Banksia Lady”’ signed by the
Landon.

(Bookseller inventory number #15459) $10,000 AUD.

(approx. $6,230 USD | £5,056 | €6,067 | ¥949,190 )
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Dear K. ..,

...Hope you like the small
study of the rosserae fruiting
cone...hope I live long
enough to do a full size
painting...A & C are going
to build a small Botanical
Gallery and Café in Fish
Creek...Our plans have at
long last gone to Council, 1t
1s certainly slow and drawn

2

out...

Dear Dame Elizabeth,

I am writing as a personal
friend of banksia artist Celia
Rosser...During this
summer we visited with
Celia in her new home at
Fish Creek. It was such a
pleasure to see her well,
active, and involved 1In
painting  the  recently
discovered banksia

Rosserae. ..

Dear Mrs N...

... have promised to open
the Gallery—it is some time
since ['ve been in touch
with Celia so will write and
find out if she needs help. ..



The Archive

We chose to leave the items in the their various pockets without interference, despite

there being no consistent chronology.

Plastic pocket #1:

Three receipts for the purchase of the three volumes in 1993, 1994 and 2000.
A print copy of “The Banksia project — Fulfilling the Dream” by Celia Rosser
[We infer from the correspondence that this was the text for the Monash
Occasional Address, which she was invited to deliver at the same time as

receiving her Honorary Doctorate].

Plastic pocket #2:

Banksia baxteri card/bookmark (unused).

3 x signed autograph note in Christmas cards from C.R. to previous owner.
2 x glossy colour photographs of flowering banksias.

Signed autograph note in card from C.R. to previous owner.

Exhibition catalogue for The Banksias, original watercolours by Celia Rosser.
6 x news clippings, variously about Celia Rosser, her art, and The Banksias
The Australian Environment 2pp. colour printout with list of sources.

Copy of customs declaration for The Banksias Vol III from Australia to USA.

Plastic pocket #3:

Folding DL flyer for the Nokomis Select range of Natural History gift cards
including the Banksia range by Celia Rosser (with order form).

2 x signed autograph note in Banksia cards from C.R. to previous owner.
Letter from C.R. to previous owner (14/12/94) on A4 page folded page.
Letter fills almost half a page.

2 x glossy colour photos of flowering banksias.

Postcard advert for Victorian Tapestry Workshop.

Plastic pocket #4:

Photocopy of letter sent by previous owner to Dame Elizabeth Murdoch
seeking to draw her attention to Celia Rosser and her son Andrew’s project
of a gallery (14/2/2001).

Original of Dame Elizabeth Murdoch’s autograph, signed response
(1/3/2001) [with photocopy].

Signed autograph note in Banksia cards from C.R. to previous owner with
news clipping about the Murdoch family enclosed).

Signed autograph note in botanical greeting card from C.R. to previous
owner.

Signed autograph note in Victorian Tapestry greeting card from C.R. to
previous owner.

Signed autograph note in greeting card from C.R. to previous owner.
News clipping about the discovery of and naming of B. rosserae.

News clipping about the publishing of a book about Celia R osser.
Invitation to the opening of the Celia Rosser Gallery and Banksia Café “To
be opened by Dame Elizabeth Murdoch”.

Autograph signed greeting card from an Australian bookseller welcoming
previous owner and husband back to Australia (undated).

A second folding DL flyer for the Nokomis Select range of Natural History
gift cards including the Banksia range by Celia Rosser.

Plastic Pocket #5

A3 Folding colour advertisement for 7he Banksias with price list insert.

[Loose items listed next page]



Loose items:

. A note on Embassy Suites notepaper titled “Celia’s thoughts on suitable
plates for the Victorian Tapestry Workshop”. Thereafter follows a list of
three species names.

. A one page (A4) glossy advertisement for the Banksia Tapestry from the
Victorian Tapestry Workshop.

. Letter from publisher Nokomis to previous owner advertising upcoming
publication of Fruits of the Australian Tropical Rainforest.

. Two colour prints of B. rosserae (named for Celia Rosser).

. Pre-publication Announcement and Offer for The Banksias, Volume II]

with signed autograph note from the publisher (Nokomis) to previous
owner.

o A3 Folding colour advertisement for 7he Banksias..

o The Banksias; Watercolours by Celia Rosser. The Banksia Project,
Monash University. 1993 reprint. INSCRIBED to previous owner by
C.R.

. The Wildflowers of Victoria, Celia Rosser. Ure Smith, Sydney, 1975.

o The Banksia Lady; Celia Rosser, Botanical Artist, by Carolyn Lander.
Monash University, Melbourne. 2015. SIGNED by Lander and dated
2016.

o A Field Guide to Banksias by Ivan Holliday and Geoffrey Watton.
Hamlyn Australia, Melbourne, 1990.

Dlease direct all enquiries to Dawn Albinger at Archives Fine Books.

ARCHIVES FINE BOOKS PTY LTD
40 CHARLOTTE STREET,
BRISBANE, QUEENSLAND, 4000

AUSTRALIA

+61 7 3221 0491
orders@archivesfinebooks.com.au
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